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and this had been followed in twenty-four hours by another, saying that I had been discovered hiding in Shaoob, and stating that various things, such as the fact of my wearing chain armour and being stained with indigo, had confirmed all his suspicions concerning me.
The Consul, under the impression that I was once more back in my house in Sanaa, had not answered this despatch by telegraph, but was waiting to hear details from myself. As time passed and no letter from me arrived, he had begun to get anxious. Some curious rumours reached his ears, and as it was evident that something mysterious was taking place, he had decided to send the dragoman up to Sanaa to investigate. Our arrival in Hodeidah was in time to save him this trouble : the first notification he had had of it had been a request from the Mutassarif that he would give a receipt for two soi disant British subjects who had been sent down from the interior.
His Britannic Majesty's representative in Hodeidah is
not a man accustomed to put up with nonsense from
any one, least of all from Turks, old or young.   My own
inclinations were to let the matter rest here.   I had
enough to be thankful for in returning alive :   and I
could always try again from somewhere else.    To make
a fuss now would, I thought, only be creating difficulties
for myself in the future.    The Consul, however, declined
to consider the matter in this light, and pointed out that
it was not a question of my personal convenience, but of
his duty to the country.    The capitulations had been
violated in a dozen different ways, he himself had been
ignored,   his   correspondence   tampered  with,   and  his
assertions discredited in  a  manner that amounted  to
an insult to the office he held.   As for our treatment
after recapture, it would be most harmful to British
prestige in this part of the world to allow so gross an
outrage on any British subject to pass without exacting
the fullest reparation :   while,   with an Englishman in
question,   the   .affair   assumed   a very  serious  aspect
indeed.
I cannot describe what followed in detail, because it might be considered that the contents of certain documents on which I was asked to make observations should be treated by me as confidential. Any one curious on